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Fiches G AliensSon-in-law wants a divorce. Ex-husband wants it to be sealed. He's been married to her for 40 years. She's been
married to him for 20. They're American, both in their 80s. They've lived in the state of Washington for 50 years, they have no
children and want to settle the "matter" of divorce as quickly as possible. The case is at the Supreme Court in Washington. It's
not about who gets custody of the couple's dog, it's about the meaning of words. At the heart of the case is an odd turn of phrase
used by the state of Washington to describe a marriage that has been going on for more than half a century. In 1961, the state
Legislature adopted a new law, separating out "man and wife" from "husband and wife" in order to address the conflict that
developed after a gay couple married. One state senator said that a new definition would "assure that marriage remains the
exclusive union of husband and wife." But at the same time, lawmakers passed a law that said that if either party was in a
registered domestic partnership with someone of the same sex, a marriage couldn't be annulled, even if that domestic
partnership ended. For decades, the state referred to this as a "domestic partnership", and just months ago, the state Supreme
Court ruled that it was a legally binding partnership. But that seems to have changed, again. The state's high court isn't the only
one who seems to have changed its mind. Earlier this year, the state Supreme Court in California changed the way it referred to
domestic partnerships, and now the state of Washington is debating whether it should, too. The state of Washington says its
original domestic partnership law was passed to prevent the opposite-sex couples from getting married, and the old law still
exists to prevent married same-sex couples from having an annulment. It's a loophole that makes lawyers on both sides of the
case uncomfortable, and that's causing the state to change its tune. New law If you're thinking that this all sounds like a soap
opera, you're right. It is. The state of Washington is currently in the midst of a legislative session. Each year, lawmakers have to
come to terms with the constitutional boundary between the legislative and executive branches of government. It's true that this
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